
Label these rivers on the Map! 
Make sure you do not cheat! you will have to know these rivers for the test.
 
Use your first map to label them using the descriptions below. Then use the second map to 
see how well you can write them down by memory.  

Rio Grande: 
It is one of the longest rivers in North America at (1,885 miles) (3,034 km). It begins in the San Juan Mountains 
of southern Colorado, then flows south through New Mexico. It forms the natural border between Texas and the 
country of Mexico as it flows southeast to the Gulf of Mexico. In Mexico it is known as Rio Bravo del Norte. Used for 
drinking water by both countries, the river is becoming more polluted as population centers that dot the river grow 
in size, and then dump sewage and pesticides into the water. 

St. Lawrence: 
This river flows northeast out of Lake Ontario and on into the Gulf of St. Lawrence. It's (760 miles) (1,225 km) in 
length and permits the passage of deep-water ships between the Atlantic Ocean and the Great Lakes. It includes a 
series of man-made canals, locks and dams, and is considered one of the most vital shipping routes on the planet. 

Mississippi: 
It is the major river of North America and the United States at (2,339 miles) (3,765 km) in length. It flows 
from northwestern Minnesota south to the Gulf of Mexico, just below the city of New Orleans. It is a significant 
transportation artery and when combined with its major tributaries (the Missouri and Ohio rivers) it becomes the 
third largest river system in the world at (3,877 miles) (6,236 km) in length. 

Missouri: 
It begins in southern Montana in the Rocky Mountains, first flowing north then generally southeast across the heart 
of the United States, ending at the Mississippi River, just to the north of St. Louis, Missouri. It is the longest river in 
the United States (2,500 miles) (4,023 km). 

Colorado: 
Beginning in the Rocky Mountains of northern Colorado, it moves southwest, ending in the Gulf of California. It's 
(1,450 miles) (2,333 km) in length and over the centuries formed numerous canyons along its winding path. The 
most famous of these is the Grand Canyon in northern Arizona. The river has more than 30 electric power plants 
along its run, as well as dozens of dams and reservoirs.

http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/greatlk.htm





